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Have you ever thought of traveling to Africa and Asia? What would you like to 

know about our African and Asian neighbors?  
  
 Like an adventurous explorer, you need to be armed with a map to guide you 
in your quest for knowledge, a compass to direct you to have a better understanding 
of the different cultures, and a magnifying lens to highlight your significant 
discoveries.  Your journey in searching for knowledge about Afro-Asian traditions 
and values will strengthen your identity that will lead you to a better understanding of 
your being a Filipino and an Asian. 
  
 In this module, you will discover that oral literature and informative texts 
reflect the tradition and values of Afro-Asian countries which have an influence on 
your distinctive characteristics and identity as a Filipino and as an Asian. 
  

 Remember to search for the answer to the essential or focus question: How 

can you better understand your identity as an Asian through literature? 

  This module consists of the following lessons: 
¶ Lesson 1 ï Beginning the Knowledge Quest 
  
¶ Lesson 2 ï Building Up the Knowledge Bank 

  
¶ Lesson 3 ï Sharing the Knowledge Learned 

  
Specifically for Module 1, you will learn the following: 
  

¶ Gather facts and opinions about the traditions and values of people 
from selected Afro-Asian countries. 

  
¶ Discover literature as a means of understanding the traditions and 

values of people from selected Afro-Asian countries. 
  
¶ Create an informative and creative exhibit showcasing the traditions 

and values of people from selected Afro-Asian countries. 
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 This lesson sets you on a quest for knowledge about the African 

experience. You will have a glimpse of Africaôs history and literature. You will 

come to understand that there are values, issues, and hopes that Africans and 

Filipinos share. In the end, you will exhibit what you have learned in this lesson.  

 

 In this lesson, you will learn the following: 

  

1. Identify stress, intonation, and pause as elements of spoken language that 

serve as carriers of meaning (Listening Comprehension) 

2. Use appropriate stress, intonation, and pausing to suit the message and 

audience  (Oral Language and Fluency) 

3. Use different strategies for coping with unfamiliar words and ideas 

(Vocabulary Development) 

4. Adjust reading rate based on oneôs purpose for reading and the reading 

material (Reading Comprehension) 

5. Organize information from what has been viewed (Viewing Comprehension) 

6. Discover literature as a means of understanding the human being and the 

force/s he has to contend with (Literature) 

7. Accomplish forms and prepare notices (Writing and Composition) 

8. Use non-linear texts and outlines to show relationships between ideas 

(Writing and Composition) 

9. Use varied adjective complementation (Grammar Awareness and Structure) 

10. Gather information using print and/or electronic resources (Study 

Strategies) 

11.  Ask sensible questions based on oneôs initiative (Attitude) 

12.  Express a different opinion without being difficult (Attitude) 

13.  Write an informative article (Writing and Composition) 
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4. Remain polite even if you disagree with what s/he has said. Take note of some 

expressions that you may use when disagreeing.  

5. Summarize in one semantic web your and your partnerôs common thoughts or 

ideas about Africa. 

6. Then formulate three questions about Africa which you would like to be 

answered.  

7. Be ready to share your work to the class. 

  

Useful Expressions When Disagreeing 

  

Using appropriate expressions when disagreeing with other people helps 

develop respect between the speaker and the listener.  

Here are some useful expressions when disagreeing: 

  

Thatôs good, buté 

Don't you think it would be better if... 

Shouldn't you consider... 

I'm sorry to disagree with you, buté 

Yes, but don't you thinké 

I'm afraid I have to disagree because... 

I'm not so sure about that because... 

  
- adapted from http://www.xiangtan.co.uk/oralenglishopinions.htm 

  http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists/Opinions.htm 

  

Activity 3: DID YOU KNOW THAT? 

        I KNOW AREé 

 As you look at the pictures or watch the video about Africa found in the link                    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgP0xePGl8A, try to search for the answers to 

the questions you formulated in the previous activity. 

After looking at the pictures or watching the video, answer the following with 

your partner: 

1. What are the answers to your questions? 

2. Were your ideas the same as those shown in the video or pictures? Add in your 

semantic web the new information that you learned. Organize the information by 

putting similar ideas in one category.  An example is given on the next page. 

http://www.xiangtan.co.uk/oralenglishopinions.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists/Opinions.htm
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Activity 1: WHAT DO YOU KNOW?  

        I KNOW AREé 

Use the semantic web below to indicate what 

you know about Africa. You may use a word or a 

phrase. 

  

  

  

Africa 

Activity 2: AGREE OR DISAGREE? 

        I KNOW AREé 
1. Find a partner.  

2. Using your semantic web as a guide, discuss with him/her your thoughts about 

Africa.  

3. Politely ask your partner a question if you want to clarify something or want more 

information  on what s/he said.  When you do so, you may choose from the 

expressions below.  

4.   

5.   

6.   

  

Useful Expressions When Asking Questions  

  

I wonder ifé  

Do you think/believe thaté  

What do you mean byé 

Do you like/dislikeé 

What do you think of/abouté 

Would you mindé 

Could youé 
                                - adapted from http://www.xiangtan.co.uk/oralenglishopinions.htm 

  

  

http://www.xiangtan.co.uk/oralenglishopinions.htm
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Activity 4: WHAT ELSE? 

        I KNOW AREé 
 Look at the given semantic web of the major information in the video.  

Which among the subtopics would you like to know more about? 
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 Form a group with classmates who are interested in the 

same subtopic. As a group, you will research on then write about 

it. You may do the following to help you accomplish the work: 

 

 PRE-WRITING 

Step 1. Generate ideas about your chosen subtopic. (This subtopic will 

henceforth be referred to as the topic of your research.)  

  

a.   Make a semantic web about your topic. To help you start in listing 

ideas,  ask questions about your topic. Example: 

Activity 5: LETôS WRITE! 

        I KNOW AREé 

b. Present your semantic web to another group. Encourage the members  

to ask questions about the things that they would like to know (more)  

about your topic.   

c.   Take note of their questions and include them in your semantic web. 

  

  

 Step 2.  Gather the information you need. 

  

 a.     List down how you could best get the information about your              

chosen topic. For example, you may: 

  

 Go to the school or municipal library. 

 Ask a Social Science teacher or any teacher who knows about it. 

 Interview someone who had visited the place or studied about it. 
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b. If you decide to go to 

the library, be sure to 

write down only the 

important information 

and not copy every 

word in the reference 

material.  Identify the 

things you need to 

research on before 

going to the library.  

You may use the 

graphic organizer on 

the right to take note of 

the important 

information you gather 

and its source: 

  

What do I want to know?  

  

 Ex. Location of the Cradle of Humankind 

______________________________________________ 

  

What did I learn? 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

  

Where did I get the information? 

  

     Reference Title: ______________________________ 

  

Author/s: ____________________________________ 

      

Publication Date:______________________________ 

      

Publisher: ___________________________________ 

      

Page number/s: 

___________________________________ c. If you are going to interview someone, you may use the guide below. 

  

Intervieweeôs Complete Name: ___________________________________________ 

Justification for Choosing Him/Her: _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Interview: ______________________________________________________ 

  

Questions I Would Like to Ask Answers 
  

1. 
  

  

2. 
  

  

3. 
  

  

 

  
d. Look at all the information that the group members have gathered.   

   Omit repetitive parts, if any.  

   Search further for lacking information, if any.  
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 WRITING 

Step 3. Fill in your semantic web with the information you were able to 

gather.    Your semantic web may now look like this: 

Step 4. Present your new semantic web to the same group to whom 

you showed your first semantic web. Ask the members if their 

questions have been answered. If not, search further for more 

information, then add it to your web.  

          Step 5. Check your web for errors and correct them accordingly. 
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I canôt remember now how we got onto the 

subject, but one day Teacher said that the palms 
of the blackôs hands were much lighter than the 
rest of their bodies because only few centuries 
ago they walked around on all fours, like wild 
animals, so their palms werenôt exposed to the 
sun, which made the rest of their bodies darker 
and darker.  
 I thought of this when Father Cristiano told 

us after cathechism that we were absolutely 

hopeless, and that even the blacks were better 

than us,and he went back to this things about their hands being lighter, and said it 

was like that because they always went about their hands folded together, praying in 

secret. I thought this was so funny, this thing of the black hands being so lighter, that 

you should see me now-I donôt let go of anyone, whoever they are, until they tell me 

why they think that the palms of the blackôs hands are lighter. Dona Dores, for 

instance told me that God made their hands lighter like that so they wouldnôt dirty the 

food that they made for their masters, or anything else that they were ordered to do 

that had to be kept quite clean. Senhor Antunes, the Coca Cola man, who only 

comes to the village now and again when all the cokes in the cantina have been 

sold, said to me that everything I had been told was a lot of baloney. Of course I 

donôt know if it was really, but he assured me it was. After I said yes, all right, it was 

baloney, then he told me what he knew about this things of the blackôs hands. It was 

like this:-Long ago, many years ago, God, our Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, St. 

Peter, many other saints, all the angels were in heaven then, and some of the people 

who had died and gone to Heaven- they all had a meeting and decided to make 

blacks. Do you know how? They got hold of some clay and pressed it into some 

second- hand moulds. And to bake them of the creatures, they took them to 

heavenly kilns. Because they were in a hurry and there was no room next to the fire, 

they hung them in the chimneys. Smoke, smoke, smoke- and there you have them, 

black as coals. And now do you want to know why their hands stayed white? 

Because their hands are tied. When he had told me this Senhor Antunes and the 

other men who were around us were very pleased and then all burst out laughing. 

The Hands of the Blacks 

An excerpt from ñ We Killed Mangy-Dogò 

by Luis Bernardo Honwana 

 As you read, find out what question about Africans the story 

seeks to answer. You may stop reading once you have found the 

question. 



10 
 

That very same day, Senhor Frias called me after Senhor Antunes had gone away, 

and told me everything I had heard from them there had been just pack of lies. 

Really and truly, what he knew about the blackôs hands was right, that God finished 

making men and told them to bathe in a lake in heaven. After bathing the people 

were nice and white. The blacks, well, they were made very early in the morning, and 

at this hour the water in the lake was very cold, so they only wet the palms of their 

hands and the soles of their feet before dressing and coming into the world. 

 

 But I read in a book that happened to mention it, that the black hands are lighter 

like this because they spent their lives bent over, gathering the white cottons of 

Virginia and I donôt know where else. Of course, Dona Estifania didnôt agree when I 

told her this. According to her, itôs only because their hands became bleached with 

all that washing. 

  

Well, I donôt know what to think about all these, but the truth is that no matter 

how calloused and cracked they maybe, a blackôs hand are always lighter than all 

the rest of him. And thatôs that! My mother is the only one who must be right about 

this question of a blackôs hands being lighter than the rest of his body. On the day 

that we were talking about it, I was telling her what I know about the question, and 

she just couldnôt stop laughing. What I thought was strange was that she didnôt tell 

me at once what she thought about all this, and she only answered me when she 

was sure that I wouldnôt get tired of bothering her about it. And even then  she was 

crying and clutching herself around the stomach who had laugh so much that it was 

quite unbearable. What she said was more or less this: ñ God made Blacks because 

they had to be. They had to be, my son. He thought they really had to 

beéAfterwards, He regretted having made them because other men laughed at 

them and took them off to their homes and put them to serve as slaves or not much 

better. But because He couldnôt make them all be white, for those who were used to 

seeing blacks would complain, He made it so that the palms would exactly like the 

palms of other men. And do you know why that was? Of course, you donôt know, and 

itôs not surprising, because many, many people donôt know. Well, listen: It was to 

show that what men do is only the work of menéThat what men do is done by hands 

that are the same- hands of people who, if they had any sense, would know that 

before anything else they are men. He must be thinking of this when He made the 

hands of the blacks be the same as the hands of those men who thank God they are 

not black! 

  

After telling me all this, my mother kissed my hands. As I ran off into the yard to 

play ball, I thought that I had never seen a person cry so much when nobody had hit 

them.  
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Unfamiliar/ 
Difficult Word 

Meaning 
  

Strategy Used 
to Learn its Meaning 

       

       

      

       

       

       

Activity 6: HOW? 

1. Read again the story ñThe Hands of the Blacksò. 

2. Do the following: 

  

a. Write down all the unfamiliar/difficult words you 

encounter.      

b. Find a way to learn what each unfamiliar/difficult 

word means. 

c. Use the given table on the next page to 

summarize your work. 

 

 

3. Find a partner and exchange ideas about the meaning of each 

unfamiliar/difficult word on your list. 

4. Share with your partner how you learned the meaning of each one. Did 

youé 

a. go back to the story and examine how the word was used in context? 

b. analyze the word by breaking it down into smaller parts? 

c. think of a word that either looks like or sounds like the word whose 

meaning you are trying to learn? 

d. use a dictionary? 
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 STRATEGIES TO HELP IMPROVE VOCABULARY 

1. Context Clues 

Learning the meaning of words from the context of your reading material can be 

the most useful strategy to increase your vocabulary comprehension. Using the 

context that surrounds an unknown word helps to reveal its meaning. 

 2.  Word Structure 

Sometimes a word can give clues to the meaning in its structure. Analyzing the 

wordôs structure and properties is a vocabulary strategy that you can use to figure 

out the wordôs meaning. When you approach an unknown word, you can guess at 

its meaning by breaking down the parts of the word. 

3. Visual-Aural Association 

     When you use visual-aural association, you think of a word that either looks like 

or sounds like the word whose meaning you are trying to learn. Thinking of the 

picture of the look-alike word and/or image will help you remember the word and 

its meaning. 

4. Dictionary 

      The best way to improve your vocabulary is to carry a pocket dictionary to look 

up new words as you encounter them. Or, you can collect a list of new words you 

encounter to look up at the end of the day. 

- adapted from http://vd-p.d91.k12.id.us/ Curriculum_Resources/Sheltered% 

20Instruction%20(SIOP)/Component%202_Building%20Background/Four% 

20Vocabulary%20Strategies.pdf. 

 

 

  PROCESS QUESTIONS:  

1. Who answered why the blackôs hands are lighter than the rest of their bodies? 

2. Why do you think each of them gave such an explanation? 

  

Summarize your answers using the given table. 

http://vd-p.d91.k12.id.us/%20Curriculum_Resources/Sheltered%25%2020Instruction%20(SIOP)/Component%202_Building%20Background/Four%25%2020Vocabulary%20Strategies.pdf
http://vd-p.d91.k12.id.us/%20Curriculum_Resources/Sheltered%25%2020Instruction%20(SIOP)/Component%202_Building%20Background/Four%25%2020Vocabulary%20Strategies.pdf
http://vd-p.d91.k12.id.us/%20Curriculum_Resources/Sheltered%25%2020Instruction%20(SIOP)/Component%202_Building%20Background/Four%25%2020Vocabulary%20Strategies.pdf
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Why the Blackôs Hands are Lighter 

than the Rest of their Bodies 
  

Teller Explanation Possible Experience/s                

with Africans  that Led Him/Her                  

to Give Such Explanation 

Fr. Cristiano     

  

Doña Dores     

  

Senhor Antunes     

  

Book author     

  

Senhor Frias     

  

Doña Estifania     

  

Narratorôs Mother   
  

  

  

 

  

 A Note on African Literature 

African literature is rich in oral traditions. Oral traditions are messages 

passed down through speech or song and may take the form of folktales and 

fables, epic histories and narrations, proverbs or sayings, and songs.  They help 

people make sense of the world, teach children and adults about important aspects 

of their culture, and guide social and human morals -- giving people a sense of 

place and purpose. 
 Oral traditions have a strong influence on modern African literature. The 

most successful African writers know what to do with the oral tradition, and 

understand how its structures and images can be transformed to a literary mode. 

They place their literary works into the forms of the oral tradition. 
 Some of the first African writings to gain attention in the West were slave 

narratives, which described vividly the horrors of slavery and the slave trade. As 

Africans became literate in their own languages, they often reacted against colonial 

repression in their writings. As Africans began demanding their independence, 

more African writers were published. They often shared the same themes: the 

clash between indigenous and colonial cultures, condemnation of European 

suppression, pride in the African past, and hope for the continent's independent 

future.  
                              -    adapted from www.umasd.org/ées/Oral_Traditions_Info-1.pdf  
                         www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/8275/African-literature 

      http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/African+literature 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/8275/African-literature
http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/African+literature
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a. The child was interested to find the reason behind a Blackôs light hand. 

b. Adults around him were eager to answer his question. 

c. He was not afraid of the answers he would get. 

d. However, he got amused with the different stories they told. 

e. He was glad that his mother explained to him the reason. 

f. His mother was right that what men do is done by hands that are the same. 

 

 

Adjective Complement 

 An adjective complement is a group of words that follows an 

adjective and completes its meaning. Without it, the meaning of the adjective is not 

complete, or its sense is different from what it will be if the complement is there. 

            An adjective complement usually comes in three forms ï prepositional 

phrase, infinitive phrase, and clause. 

-   adapted from http://www.englishpractice.com/grammar/adjectives-complementation/ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Activity 7: WHAT IS COMMON? 

 Take note of the bold words and the underlined 

groups of words in the following sentences. 

  

1. What is common among the words in bold font? 

2. What is common among the underlined words? 

3. What is common between the underlined words in a and 

b? c and d? e and f? 

Activity 8: COMPLEMENT OR NOT? 

 Work with a partner. If the underlined group of words is an adjective 

complement, write YES on the blank before the number. If it is not, write NO and 

explain why it is not an adjective complement.  

http://www.englishpractice.com/grammar/adjectives-complementation/
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Stanza Adjective 
Old Component 

and Type 

New Component 

and Type 
New Sentence 

1 talented To be the best 

(infinitive phrase) 

To fulfill dreams 

(infinitive phrase) 

African are 

talented 

enough to fulfill 

their dreams 

2     

3     

4     

5     

 

_____ 1. Racial discrimination is difficult to understand. 
 
   __________________________________________________________ 
  
_____ 2. People should never be happy to see others being oppressed. 
 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
  
_____ 3. Governments should rejoice when citizens fight for their human rights. 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
  
_____ 4. Public servants in different parts of the world should work together to 
promote  human dignity. 
 

    __________________________________________________________ 
  
_____ 5. It is important that future generations of children inherit a more just and  

    humane world. 
 

     __________________________________________________________ 

Activity 9: WHICH COMPLETES WHAT? 

 Work with a partner. Identify all adjectives with complements in the given 

poem on the next page. Then make new sentences using the same adjectives but 

with different complements. The first one has been done as an example. 
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1 

I am an African child    

Born with a skin the colour of chocolate 

Bright, brilliant and articulatea 

Strong and bold; I'm gifted 

Talented enough to be the best 

I am an African child 
 
2 

Often the target of pity 

My future is not confinedb to charity 

Give me the gift of a lifetime;  

Give me a dream, a door of opportunity;  

I will thrivec 

I am an African child 
 
3 

Do not hide my fault 

show me my wrong 

I am like any other;  

Teach me to dream 

And I will become 

I am an African child 
 
4 

I am the son, daughter of the soil 

Rich in texture and content 

Full of potential for a better tomorrow 

Teach me discipline, 

teach me character,                                      

teach me hard work 

Teach me to think like the star within me 

I am an African child  

 
5 

I can be extra-ordinary 

call me William Kamkwambad                       

the Inventor;  

Give me a library with books 

Give me a scrap yard and discardede 

electronics 

Give me a broken bicycle;  

Plus the freedom to be me 

And I will build you a wind mill 

I am an African child 
 
6 

We are the new generation 

Not afraid to be us 

Uniquely gifted, black and talented 

Shining like the stars we are 

We are the children of Africa 

Making the best of us 

Yes! I am an African child 

African Child 

by Eku McGred  
from http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/african-child-3/ 

aarticulate - able to talk easily and effectively about things, especially difficult subjects 
bbe confined to - to exist in or affect only a particular place or group  
cthrive - to become very successful or very strong and healthy 
dWilliam Kawkwamba - a boy with big dreams who built a windmill from junkyard scraps in order to 

help feed his village (http://www.williamkamkwamba.typepad.com/) 
ediscard - to get rid of something  

Activity 10: DID I HEAR YOU RIGHT? 

1. Take note of your thoughts and feelings as your teacher reads a poem. 

2. Find a partner and exchange views with him/her. 

3. Take turns in reciting the poem in the way your teacher did.  

4. Then take turns describing to each other the experience of being the listener and 

the experience of being the reader.  

5. Next, explain to each other which you would rather be and why: the reader 

reciting the poem in that way or the listener hearing the poem recited in that way? 

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/african-child-3/
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 Stress 

             The meaning of what is being said may change depending on the stress 

the speaker places on a syllable or a word. 

  

Stressed Syllables 

               A stressed syllable usually combines the following features: 

  

1. It is longer. 

2. It is louder 

3. It usually has a higher pitch than the syllables coming before and afterwards. 

4. It is said more clearly. 

5. It uses larger facial movements.  

  

                  The table below shows patterns in word stress in English, but there are 

      really NO fixed rules. Exceptions can usually be found. 

  Word Type of Word Tendency  Exceptions 

apple 

table 

happy 

two-syllable 

nouns and 

adjectives 

stress on the first syllable 

Apple 

hotel 

lagoon 

suspect 

import 

insult 

words which can 

be used as both 

nouns and verbs 

the noun has stress on the first 

syllable 

"You are the SUSpect!" 

the verb has stress on the 

second syllable 

"I susPECT you." 

respect 

witness 

hairbrush 

football 
compound nouns 

fairly equally balanced but with 

stronger stress  

on the first part 

HAIRbrush 

  

 

Basic Elements of Spoken Language 

                  Stress, intonation, and pause are basic elements of spoken language 

that serve as carriers of meaning. They may aid or interfere in the delivery of 

the message. 

             Stress is the emphasis placed on a sound, syllable, or word by saying it 

relatively more loudly and forcefully.  

             Intonation refers to the way the pitch of a speaker's voice rises or falls. 

             Pause is a break, temporary stop, or rest in speaking (or reading) to 

emphasize or clarify meaning.  
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 For long words like polysyllabic and affixed words, it is best to consult a dictionary. 

  

       Stressed Words 

  

       Generally speaking, a word is stressed if it is a content word (noun,  principal/ 

main verb, adjective, or adverb). A word may also be stressed for the   following 

reasons: 

  

          1. to emphasize the idea (That was a difficult TEST. - standard statement; 

                    That was a DIFFICULT test. - emphasizes how difficult the test was); 

  

           2. to point out the difference between an idea and another (I think I 

                     prefer THIS color. ï means that it is a specific color, not any other); or 

  

            3. to call attention to new information (When does class begin? - 

                    The class begins at NINE O'CLOCK.) 
                                                                           

                                                         -      adapted from http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/print/423 

                                                                http://esl.about.com/od/speakingadvanced/a/timestress.htm             

                                                                http://esl.about.com/od/speakingenglish/a/tstress.htm 

 

  
Activity 11: STRESSED OR NOT?  

1. Find a partner. 

2. Take turns in reading aloud the given words and sentences. 

3. Then take turns telling each other  

  

      a. how easy or difficult it is to read/speak properly; 

      b. how well you think you read/spoke; and 

      c. how well you think your partner read/spoke. 

  

Note: BOLD AND CAPITALIZED font indicates a stressed syllable or word. 

  

A. Words 

  

  1. diSTINGuish  

  2. civiliZAtion 

  3. TOLerance  

  4. comMUnity 

  5. phiLOSopher 

  

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/print/423
http://esl.about.com/od/speakingadvanced/a/timestress.htm
http://esl.about.com/od/speakingenglish/a/tstress.htm
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1.a. The conception of education and of 

what an EDUCATED man is varies in 

response to fundamental changes in the 

details and aims of society. 

 1.b. The conception of education and 

of what an educated man is varies IN           

RESPONSE to fundamental changes 

in the details and aims of society. 

2.a. In our country and during this 

transition stage in our national life, what 

are the qualities which an EDUCATED 

man should possess? 

2.b. In our country and during this 

transition stage in our national life, 

what are the QUALITIES which an 

educated man should possess? 

3.a. Great CHANGES have taken place 

in the nature of our social life during the 

last forty years. 

3.b. Great changes have taken place in 

the nature of our SOCIAL LIFE during 

the last forty years. 

4.a.The MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 

have improved and therefore better 

understanding exists among the different 

sections of our country. 

4.b. The means of communication 

have IMPROVED and therefore better 

understanding exists among the 

different sections of our country. 

5.a. The GROWTH of public schools and 

the ESTABLISHMENT of democratic 

institutions have developed our national 

consciousness both in strength and in 

solidarity. 

5.b. The growth of PUBLIC schools 

and the establishment of 

DEMOCRATIC institutions have 

developed our national consciousness 

both in strength and in solidarity. 

 

Pause 

             Appropriate pausing helps to impart clarity in what you are saying. It can 

also be used in such a way that your main points will make a lasting impression. 

  

When to Pause 

 1. Pause to Punctuate  

    When you fail to pause when required by punctuation, you make it difficult for 

    others to understand what you are reading aloud or saying. 

 2. Pause for Change of Thought  

    When you are making a transition from one main point to another, a pause 

    can give your listener/s an opportunity to reflect, to adjust, to recognize the 

    change in direction, and to grasp more clearly the next thought about to be 

    presented. 

 3. Pause for Emphasis 

    A pause for emphasis gives your listener/s the opportunity to reflect on what 

    has just been said, or it creates anticipation for what is to follow. 

 4. Pause to Allow for Response  

B. Sentences  
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        Allow your listener/s to respond, if not orally, mentally, because 

       communication is a two-way flow of thoughts. 

 adapted from http://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-e/1102001074 

 

Intonation 

       Incorrect intonation can result in misunderstandings, speakers losing interest,  or 

even taking offense. 

Reminders/Guidelines 
  
1. Wh questions:           falling intonation 

2. Yes/No questions:     rising intonation 

3. Statements:               falling intonation 

4. Question tags:           'chat' ï falling intonation; 'check' ï rising intonation 

5. Lists:                          rising, rising, rising, falling intonation 

6. New information:       falling intonation 

       7. Shared knowledge:   falling-rising intonation 

  

           -         adapted from http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/articles/intonation  

 

  
Activity 12: TO PAUSE OR NOT TO PAUSE? TO RISE OR TO FALL?  

1. Find a partner. 

2. Take turns in reading aloud the given paragraphs. 

3. Then take turns telling each other  

 a. how well you think you read and why; and 

 b. how well you think your partner read and why. 

Note:  

         /  denotes a short break/pause in speech in the middle of a sentence  

          // denotes a longer break/pause in speech at the end of a sentence 

    CAPITAL LETTERS denote a stressed word  

 PARAGRAPHS 

1.a. 

With this growth in national consciousness/ and national spirit among our people,/            

we witness the corresponding rise of a new conception of education/ï the training of 

the individual for the duties and privileges of citizenship,/ NOT ONLY for his own 

happiness and efficiency/ BUT ALSO for national service and welfare.// In the OLD 

DAYS,/ education was a matter of PRIVATE concern;/ NOW it is a PUBLIC 

function,/ and the state NOT ONLY has the DUTY/ BUT it has the RIGHT as well to 

educate every member of the community/ ï the OLD as well as the YOUNG,/ 

WOMEN as well as MEN/ ï NOT ONLY for the good of the INDIVIDUAL/ BUT 

ALSO for the self-preservation and protection of the STATE itself.// Our modern 

public school system has been established/ as a safeguard against the 

shortcomings and dangers/ of a democratic government and democratic 

institutions.// 

http://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-e/1102001074
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/articles/intonation
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1.b. 

With this growth in national consciousness/ and national spirit among our people,/         

we witness the corresponding rise of a new conception of education/ï the training of 

the individual FOR the DUTIES and PRIVILEGES of citizenship,/ not only for his 

own happiness and efficiency/ but also FOR national SERVICE and WELFARE.// In 

the old days,/ education was a matter of private concern;/ now it is a public 

function,/ and the state not only has the duty/ but it has the right as well to educate 

every member of the community/ ï the old as well as the young,/ women as well as 

men/ ï not only for the good of the individual/ but also FOR the SELF-

PRESERVATION and PROTECTION of the State itself.// Our modern public school 

system has been established as a safeguard against the shortcomings and dangers 

of a democratic government and democratic institutions.// 

2.a. 

In the light of social changes,/ we come again to the question:/ What qualities 

should DISTINGUISH the educated Filipino of today?// I venture to suggest/ that the 

educated Filipino should first be distinguished by the POWER TO DO.// The 

Oriental excels in reflective thinking;/ he is a philosopher.// The Occidental is the 

doer;/ he MANAGES things,/ men and affairs.// The Filipino of today needs more of 

his power to TRANSLATE reflection into action.// I believe that we are coming more 

and more to the conviction/ that no Filipino has the right to be considered educated/ 

unless he is prepared and ready to TAKE an active and useful PART in the work,/ 

life,/ and progress of our country/ as well as in the progress of the world.// 

2.b. 

In the light of social changes,/ we come again to the question:/ What qualities 

should distinguish the educated Filipino of today?// I venture to suggest/ that the 

educated Filipino should first be distinguished by the power to do.// The Oriental 

excels in reflective thinking;/ he is a PHILOSOPHER.// The Occidental is the 

DOER;/ he manages things,/ men and affairs.// The Filipino of today needs more of 

his power to translate REFLECTION into ACTION.// I believe that we are coming 

more and more to the conviction/ that no Filipino has the right to be considered 

educated/ unless he is prepared and ready to take an active and useful part in the 

work,/ life,/ and progress of our country/ as well as in the progress of the world.// 

  The next reading selection as written by Francisco F. Benitez. He was the 

first dean of the School of Education of the University of the Philippines (UP). This 

essay was an excerpt from an address he gave before a General Assembly in UP 

in 1923. As you read the selection, practice the use of the right stress, intonation, 

and pause.  
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What is an Educated Filipino? 

by Francisco Benitez 

( An Excerpt) 

Great changes have taken place in the nature of our social life during the last 

forty years. The contact with the Americans and their civilization has modified many 

of our old customs, traditions and practices, some for the worse and many for the 

better. The means of communication have improved and therefore better 

understanding exists among the different sections of our country. Religious freedom 

has developed religious tolerance in our people. The growth of public schools and 

establishment of democratic institutions have developed our national consciousness 

both in strength and in solidarity. With this growth in national consciousness and 

national spirit among our people, we witness the corresponding rise of a new 

conception in education- the training of an individual for the duties and privileges of 

citizenship, not only for his own happiness and efficiency but also for national 

service and welfare. In the old days, education was a matter of private concern; now 

it is a public function, and the State not only has the duty but it has the right as well 

to educate every member of the community- the old as well as the young, women as 

well as men- not only for the good of the individual but also for the self ïpreservation 

and self protection of the State itself. Our modern public school system has been 

established as a safeguard against the shortcomings and dangers of the democratic 

government and democratic institutions. 

  

In the light of the social changes, we come again to the question: What qualities 

should distinguish the educated Filipino today? I venture to suggest that the 

educated Filipino should, first, be distinguished by the power to DO. The Oriental 

excels in reflective thinking; he is a philosopher. The Occidental is a doer; he 

manages things, men and affairs. The Filipino of today needs more of his power to 

translate reflection into action. I believe that we are coming more and more to the 

conviction that no Filipino has the right to be considered educated unless he is 

prepared and ready to take an active and useful part of the work, life , and progress 

of our country as well as in the progress of the world.ò  

What is an educated Filipino 

and what qualities should 

distinguish him today? 

  
The conception of education and of what an educated man is varies in 

response to fundamental changes in the details and aims of society. In our country 

and during this transition stage in our national life, what are the qualities which an 

educated man should possess? 
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 ñWhat is an educated 
Filipinoò 

ñAfrican Childò 

state of the nation then   

state of the nation now   

concept of education   

image of an educated person   

vision of the future   

speaker   

  

 Read again the essay ñWhat is an educated Filipino?ò 

and the poem ñAfrican Childò. 

Identify the similarities and differences of the two 

selections in terms of the following: 

    a. state of the nation then, 

    b. state of the nation now, 

    c. concept of education,  

    d. image of an educated person,  

    e. vision of the future, and 

    f. speaker. 

  

Summarize your work in the form of a table. Be 

ready to present your work to the class. 

Activity 13: CAN YOU SAY IT? CAN YOU HEAR IT?  

1. Form a group of 5-6 members. 

2. Practice reading the poem ñAfrican Childò with proper stress, intonation, and 

pausing.  

3. Use the following as a guide. Be ready to present in front of the class.  

   

 Note: 

       ╘           -    indicates a short pause in between speech 
     ╘ ╘          -    indicates a longer pause in between speech 
    WORD         -    indicates a stressed syllable or word;                              
                                intonation rises in these syllables or words 
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African Child 

  I am an AFrican child  ֗

  Born with a SKIN  ֗ the colour of CHOColate  ֗

  BRIGHT,  ֗ BRILliant  ֗ and arTIculate  ֗

  Strong and BOLD;  ֗ I'm GIFted  ֗

  Talented enough to be the BEST  ֗

  I am an AFrican child /֗  

 

  Often the target of PIty  ֗

  My future is not confined to CHArity  ֗

  Give me the gift of a LIFEtime;  ֗

  Give me a DREAM,  ֗ a door of opporTUnity;  ֗

  I will THRIVE  ֗

  I am an AFrican child /֗  

 

  Do not hide my FAULT  ֗

  show me my WRONG  ֗

  I am like any OTHER;  ֗

  Teach me to DREAM  ֗

  And I will beCOME  ֗

  I am an AFrican child /֗  

 

  I am the SON,  ֗ DAUGHter of the soil  ֗

  Rich in texture and CONtent  ֗

  Full of potential for a better toMORrow  ֗

  Teach me DIScipline,  ֗ teach me CHAracter,  ֗teach me HARD work  ֗

  Teach me to THINK  ֗ like the STAR within me  ֗

  I am an AFrican child /֗  
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  I can be extra-ORdinary  ֗

  call me William KamKWAMba  ֗ the InVENtor;  ֗

  Give me a LIbrary with books  ֗

  Give me a SCRAP yard  ֗ and diSCARDed electronics  ֗

  Give me a BROken bicycle;  ֗ 

  Plus the FREEdom to be me  ֗

  And I will build you a WIND mill  ֗

  I am an AFrican child /֗  

 

  We are the new geneRAtion  ֗

  Not aFRAID to be us  ֗

  Uniquely GIFted,  ֗ BLACK  ֗ and TALented 

  Shining like the STARS we are  ֗

  We are the CHILdren of Africa  ֗

  Making the BEST of us  ֗

  YES!  ֗ ֗ I am an AFrican child /֗  

  

 

  
ACTIVITY 14: WHATôS NEXT? 

1. Go back to your group in Activity 4. 

2. Study the semantic web of your chosen topic about Africa. 

3. Using it as a guide, start writing your informative article. 

WRITING 

  

Step 1 

  

Turn your semantic web into paragraph form. (See the example in 

Activity 4 for reference.)  

  

a. Make a sentence using the information in the center. This is your 

main  idea. 

    Main idea:  Africa is the cradle of the humankind. 
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b. Decide on the order of the subtopics and write a sentence about each one.     

    These sentences support your main idea. 

  

    Supporting ideas:    

  

 In Africaôs Transvaal Sea, primitive unicellular cyanobacteria combined 

with calcium and oxygen to form dolomite rocks. 

  

 Africa is the cradle of humankind because it tells about early human 

beings.   

  

 It also tells about earth conditions when early human beings lived. 

  

 The caves where the fossils were found were declared a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. 

  

c.  Use the details to tell more about the supporting ideas. 

  

     Supporting idea:  In Africaôs Transvaal Sea, primitive unicellular cyanobacteria 

combined with calcium and oxygen to form dolomite rocks. 

  

Details:   The dolomite rock was pushed to the bottom of the sea. The rock 

contains fossils of animals and plants.                       

   

Step 2 

  

     Put together the main idea, supporting ideas, and details to make one  

     paragraph. This is the first draft. 

   

First Draft 

  

Africa is called the cradle of humankind. This is because in Transvaalôs Sea, 

primitive bacteria combined with calcium and oxygen to form dolomite rock 

millions of years ago.  The dolomite rock was pushed    to the bottom of the sea.  

The rock contains fossils of animals and plants. The fossils tell about the life of 

early human beings.  The preserved bones of human beings were discovered.  

The tools of human beings were also discovered.  Based on evidences 

discovered, early humans also used fire.  The dolomite layers also tell about the 

condition during that time, for example, whether there was famine due to dry 

season.  The bones of the animals discovered also tell about the earth conditions.  

Now, the caves are a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  The Sterfontein Caves and 

Wonder Caves are some of the caves that could be visited. 



27 
 

 

  

REVISING  

  

 Step 1 

Reread and improve the first draft.  The following questions could be used in  

improving the draft: 

a. Is the main idea clear? 

b. Do all the sentences relate to the topic? 

c. Do all the sentences clearly state your meaning? 

d. Does the introduction hook your readers? 

e. Does your last statement tie up with your main idea? 

f.  Does your work help your readers form a clear picture of the topic? 

g. Do transition words help in establishing relationships between  sentences? 

h. Is the order of the sentences the best possible one? 

i.       i. Is it free of spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors? 

  

The revised draft could look like this now. 

  

Revised Draft  

  

Africa is the cradle of humankind because this is where traces of early human 

life were discovered. Millions of years ago, in a shallow sea in Africa, whirling and 

swirling single-cell bacteria dwelt. As the sea dried up, the simple cyanobacteria 

combined with calcium and oxygen to form a layer of dolomite rocks.  As the dolomite 

layers were slowly dissolved in water, they were pushed down and became caves.  

Animal bones and other remains fell in these caves and were preserved in the 

dolomite rocks.  When the fossils were discovered, the skull of an early human being 

was among them.  Later on, more human bones and tools used by them were found.  

There were also evidences that our ancestors used fire.  Based on the animal fossils, 

the dolomite layers could also tell about the condition during that time, like for 

example, if there was famine due to dry season. The Sterfontein Caves and Wonder 

Caves are some of the caves that could be visited now. The place where these caves 

are located has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site as it shows how 

human beings started there. 

  

Examples of revisions done 

  

Main Idea: Africa is called the cradle of humankind. 

Revised:    Africa is the cradle of humankind because this is where traces of     

                   early human life were discovered. 

            Reason/s:  Explanation why Africa is considered the cradle of humankind was  

added. ñTermedò was dropped to provide a stronger image of Africa  

as the birthplace of the human race. 
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Supporting detail:  The dolomite rock was pushed to the bottom of the sea. 

Revised:   As the dolomite layers were slowly dissolved in water, they were  

        pushed down and became caves.   

Reason/s: The revised sentence provides a cleaner explanation of what 

happened to the dolomite rocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Step 2 

a. Revise your work until you think it could be well understood by your readers. 

b. You may have another group read and critique your work. Give them the 

questions provided earlier as their guide when they give their comments.  

Improve your work based on the comments given. 

  

PUBLISHING 

  Last Step 

   Publishing means that you need to present your work to an audience.   

  

1. Together with your classmates, prepare to exhibit your work. 

2. Form several committees that would take care of the things that you need to 

display   your work. Prepare also all the necessary forms and notices for your 

exhibit. 

 SUGGESTED COMMITTEES 

Program Committee:  is in-charge of the short activity before the opening of 

the exhibit. 

Physical Set-up Committee:  prepares the venue and exhibit display.                       

 Be sure to reserve the venue by filling out the forms required by the 

school when holding such events.  On the next page is a sample. 

  

  

ACTIVITY 15: READY? 
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NAME OF SCHOOL 
School Address 

REQUEST TO USE SCHOOL FACILITY 
 

Date: 

Name: 
 

Grade Level:                                                                             Section: 
 

Date Facility Will Be Used: ______________________ 

Start Time: 

End Time: 

Facility Requested: 
 

Purpose of Use: 
 

Other Request: 
 

______ chairs 
______ small table 
______ big table 
______ rostrum 
______ microphone 
______ national flag 
______ school flag 
Others 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Teacher-in-Charge ___________________________________ 
Signature of Teacher-in-Charge _________________________ 
 

All requests must be submitted a minimum of ten (10) working days prior to the use 

 

 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
Approved ____ Declined _____ Charge _____ No Charge _____ Date _____ 
 

__________________________________ 
Signature of Person In-charge of Facility Use 

  

Request to Use School Facility 
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NAME OF SCHOOL 
School Address 

REQUEST TO BORROW SCHOOL MATERIALS 
 

Date: 

Name: 
 

Grade Level:                                                                             Section: 
 

 
School Materials: 
 

______ bulletin boards 
______ small table 
______ big table 
______ microphone 
______ national flag 
______ school flag 
______ cover table 
 

Purpose of Use: 
 
 

Other Request: 
 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

 
Teacher-in-Charge _______________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Teacher-in-Charge _____________________________________ 
 

All requests must be submitted a minimum of ten (10) working days prior to the use 

 

 
 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Approved ____ Declined _____ Charge _____ No Charge _____ Date _____ 
 

__________________________________ 
Signature of Person In-charge of Facility Use 

 

  Another form you may need to fill out is the Request to Borrow School Materials. 
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c. Promotions  Committee: prepares the posters, announcements, and 

flyers. The group can also request the school to use the public 

announcement system to promote the exhibit.  This is a sample guide in 

making your poster. 

Sometimes, before being able to promote your activity, the school 

requires the student/s to submit a sample poster together with an 

approval form.                 

  

On the next page is a sample form you may be asked to fill out. 
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Directions:  

1. Select any lines from the selection ñThe Hands of the Blacksò. The lines must 

contain word or words which you have encountered for the first time. 

2. List down the words; find a dictionary or a thesaurus and look for different 

meanings/synonyms of these words. 

3. Choose two extremes among the synonyms. These will become the boundaries 

of the cline.  When done, place the remaining words in between these 

boundaries. 

4. Write these words on a set of cards. Use recycled materials such as old 

calendars, shoe boxes and the likes. 

5. Exchange cards with your classmates; list down their own   words until you have 

a rich copy of clines. 

6. If internet is accessible, upload your compilation - thatôs what we call e-portfolio of 

vocabulary. If not, you can improvise your own portfolio using recyclable 

materials.  

ACTIVITY 11: GRAMMAR TOPICS  

             ADJECTIVES AND TYPES OF ADJECTIVES  

An adjective is defined as a word used to modify a noun or pronoun. 

It limits or qualifies nouns or pronouns by telling what kind, which one, how many or 

how much. Adjectives allow writers to describe color, tastes, shapes, sizes, and a 

multitude of other qualities; they can add important details to a sentence.  

Let us start by doing this activity. Encircle the correct picture that matches the 

given descriptive word in each item below.  
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1. warm  

2. strong  

3. slow  

4. sleepy  

5. scary  

6. rich  

7. poor  

8. painful  

9. old  

10. noisy  
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You are now aware that there are more to discover about Asian 

traditions and values.  

In this lesson, you will build up your knowledge bank further with 

the rich and varied ancient traditions of the Chinese and Japanese. 

Through this, you are expected to answer the question, ñHow can I 

better understand my identity as a Filipino and as an Asian?ò 

Your answer will hopefully create in you a sense of pride and 

camaraderie with your fellow Asians. You are now ready to embark on 

the second phase of your search for knowledge. Have fun while 

learning!  

In this lesson, you will be able to do the following: 

  

1. Identify changes in the meaning of a spoken message due to changes in 

stress, intonation, and pauses (Oral Language and Fluency) 

2. Express feelings and attitudes by listening to variations in stress, tone, 

and tempo  (Listening Comprehension) 

3. Guess meanings of words or expressions by noting keywords in 

expressions, context clues, collocations, clusters, etc. (Vocabulary 

Development) 

4. Scan rapidly for connecting words or expressions that signal sequence in 

the organization of  a text (Reading Comprehension) 

5. Demonstrate a heightened sensitivity to the needs of others as illustrated 

in a literary text (Literary Appreciation) 

6. Narrate events logically (Reading Comprehension) 

7. Write informative articles that relate to culture and values (Writing and 

Composition) 

8. Formulate correct conditional statements (Grammar Structure and 

Awareness) 

9. Gather data using general references (Study Skills) 

10. Express a different opinion without being difficult (Attitude) 

11. Prepare a travel brochure on the traditions and values of China, Japan 

and the Philippines (Writing and Composition) 
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For you to accomplish the tasks and perform well in the activities in this lesson, 

complete the statement below to express your own goals, targets, or expectations in 

the box provided below. 

In this lesson, I hope to _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_____________________ 

  
Letôs begin this lesson by studying the photos below. The photos 

show the different traditions and values of selected countries in Asia 

and Africa. As you start working on this task, think about this question, 

ñHow can you  understand better your identity as an Asian?ò 

                   Families all over the world celebrate important events that preserve 

the history and traditions of their countries. Most of these are handed 

down from one generation to the next.   

On the upper row are photos of Asian/African families and on the lower row are 

some traditions/festivals celebrated in Asia and Africa. Match the family with the 

festival/s  they celebrate by writing the number of the festival on the space provided 

for.  

Activity 1:   LETôS CELEBRATE! 

A_______ B_______ C_______ 

1 2 3 

D _______ 

4 
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Response  

Before the Lesson 

Statements Response                                              

After the Lesson 

 Japan, Philippines, China 

have many examples  

of oral literature. 

 

 China has different 

folktales that feature their 

religious beliefs. 

 

 Only Asian countries  

have wedding traditions. 

 

 Love for family is often  

the theme of Japanôs  

oral literature. 

 

 For Asians, shame and 

honor go far beyond the 

individual; and reflect 

directly upon onesô family, 

 

PROCESS QUESTIONS:  

1. What country does each family represent? How do you know? 

2. Is one festival exclusive to only one family? Why do you say so? 

3. Do Asian-African families share similar characteristics? Why do you think so?  

4. Which of these characteristics are also commonly observed among Filipino 

families?  

5. What may be said about the identity of Filipinos as Asians based on the 

answers to the previous question? 

Anticipation-Reaction Guide (ARG) 

Read the set of statements found in the center column in the table 

below. Respond to each statement by writing: 

  

 Agree if you agree with the given statements or 

 Disagree if you disagree with the statements 

  

Fill out only the left column ñResponse before the lessonò in your notebook. The 

right column, ñResponse after the lessonò will be answered at the end of the lesson. 

Activity 2:   ARG TIME! 
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nation, or other group, and 

so is taken  

very seriously.  

 Philippines, China, and 

Japan have traditions that  

are influenced by religion.  

 

 Kimono, geisha, sumo, and 

samurai are parts of 

Chinese traditions. 

 

 Philippines, China and 

Japan have rice and tofu  

as staple food. 

 

 Japanese write haikus  

to honor nature.  

 

 Hard work is one of the 

outstanding qualities of 

Chinese and Japanese. 

 

 Philippines, China and 

Japan have three common 

qualities: love for the family, 

religiosity, and value for 

work. 

 

 

  

 

You have just tried giving your initial answers or ideas about the 

traditions and values of selected Asian countries. Find out whether your 

assumptions about them are valid by doing the next set of activities. 

What you will learn in the next set of activities will also enable you to 

do the lesson project which involves preparing a two-page informative 

brochure about the traditions and values of our country and our Asian 

neighbors particularly China and Japan.  

You are now in the second phase of your journey. 

Your goal in this section is to learn and understand key 

concepts related to common key values among Asians 

and Africans. As you go through this part, keep on 

thinking about the question, ñHow can I understand 

better  my identity as an Asian?ò 



40 
 

 

  
This time, be ready to read the folktale ñSoul of the Great Bellò 

from China. Go over the following terms or expressions taken from 

the text.  Read them to yourself and figure out the meaning of each 

italicized word using context clues. Put a check mark in the circle of 

your chosen answer.  

   

In the Tower of the Great Bell: now the (1) mallet is lifted to (2) smite the lips 

of the metal monsterðthe vast lips inscribed with Buddhist texts. 

Activity 3:   VOCABULARY BUILDING 

(1) A mallet is     _______     a hammer    an axe        a saw 

(2) To smite is to _____         hit                 touch        caress 

   

   

All the little dragons on the high-tilted eaves of the green roofs (3) shiver to the 

tips of their gilded tails under that deep wave of sound. The underlined word means 

to _____.  

  fall on oneôs knees    

              tremble at the loud sound 

   be destroyed by the gilded tails 

All the green-and-gold tiles of the temple are vibrating; the wooden goldfish 

above them are (4) writhing against the sky. The underlined word means _______. 

                            twisting       pointing      leading   

Therefore, the worthy mandarin Kouan-Yu assembled the master-molders and 

the renowned bell smiths of the empire, and all men of great repute and (5) cunning 

in (6) foundry work.  

cunning means _______     innocent        expert          skillful 

foundry means  _______     market           factory         garden  

act, process, art of casting metals      act, process, art of painting metals 

   

   

rekindled means  _____ lighted again   set on fire again  stopped  the fire  

toilsomely means _____ with difficulty     lightly                  unmindfully 

   

   

(9) Gold and brass will never meet in wedlock, silver, and iron never will 

embrace, until the flesh of a maiden be melted in the crucible; until the blood of a 

virgin be mixed with the metals in their fusion.ò What does this mean?  

  The blood of a virgin maiden is made up of gold, brass, silver, and iron. 

  Gold, brass, silver, and iron will fuse when mixed with the blood of a virgin  

  Gold, brass, silver, and iron will never be fused together by a virgin maiden. 

  
And even as she cried, she (10) leaped into the white flood of metal. 

Leaped means to _____  squat        jump          run    

Therefore, the molds had to be once more prepared, and the fires (7) rekindled, 

and the metal remelted, and all the work tediously and (8) toilsomely repeated. 
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(11) And still, between each mighty stroke there is a long low moaning heard; 

and ever the moaning ends with a sound of sobbing and of complaining, as 

though a weeping woman should murmur, ñHiai!ò Which words are closely related 

in the statement?  
between, low, end, stroke, ever 

stroke, long, low, murmur, sound  

moaning, sobbing, complaining, weeping, murmuring 

  Here now is a folktale from China retold in English by Lafcadio Hearn 

(1850-1904). Hearn was an American journalist whose parents were Irish 

and Greek. He spent the latter part of his life in Japan later marrying a 

Japanese girl. His interest in oriental culture inspired him to write the 

English version of well-loved Chinese and Japanese folktales. When he 

became a Japanese citizen, he took the name Yakumo Kaizumi. 

 

As you read, identify Chinese values and traditions reflected in this 

folktale.  

The Soul of the Great Bell  

by Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904)  
The water-clock marks the hour in the Tachungszô, in the Tower of the Great 

Bell: now the mallet is lifted to smite the lips of the metal monsterðthe vast lips 

inscribed with Buddhist texts from the sacred Fa-hwa-King, from the chapters of the 

holy Ling-yen-King! Hear the great bell responding!ðhow mighty her voice, though 

tongue less! KO-NGAI!  

All the little dragons on the high-tilted eaves of the green roofs shiver to the tips 

of their gilded tails under that deep wave of sound; all the porcelain gargoyles 

tremble on their carven perches; all the hundred little bells of the pagodas quiver 

with desire to speak. KO-NGAIðall the green-and-gold tiles of the temple are 

vibrating; the wooden goldfish above them are writhing against the sky; the uplifted 

finger of Fo shakes high over the heads of the worshippers through the blue fog of 

incense! KO-NGAI!ðwhat a thunder tone was that!  

All the lacquered goblins on the palace cornices wriggle their fire-coloured 

tongues! And after each huge shock, how wondrous the multiple echo and the great 

golden moan, and, at last, the sudden sibilant sobbing in the ears when the 

immense tone faints away in broken whispers of silver, as though a woman should 

whisper, ñHiai!ò Even so the great bell hath sounded every day for well-nigh five 

hundred yearsðKo-Ngai: first with stupendous clang, then with immeasurable 

moan of gold, then with silver murmuring of ñHiai!ò And there is not a child in all the 

many-coloured ways of the old Chinese city who does not know the story of the 

great bell, who cannot tell you why the great bell says Ko-Ngai and Hiai! Now this is 

the story of the great bell in the Tachungszô, as the same is related in the Pe-Hiao-

Tou-Choue, written by the learned Yu-Pao-Tchen, of the City of Kwang-tchau-fu. 
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Nearly five hundred years ago the 

Celestially August, the Son of Heaven, 

Yong-Lo, of the ñIllustriousò or Ming 

dynasty, commanded the worthy official 

Kouan-Yu that he should have a bell made 

of such size that the sound thereof might 

be heard for one hundred li. And he further 

ordained that the voice of the bell should be 

strengthened with brass, and deepened with gold, and sweetened with silver; and 

that the face and the great lips of it should be graven with blessed sayings from the 

sacred books, and that it should be suspended in the centre of the imperial capital to 

sound through all the many-coloured ways of the City of Pe-King. 

Therefore the worthy mandarin Kouan-Yu assembled the master-moulders and 

the renowned bell smiths of the empire, and all men of great repute and cunning in 

foundry work; and they measured the materials for the alloy, and treated them 

skillfully, and prepared the moulds, the fires, the instruments, and the monstrous 

melting-pot for fusing the metal. And they laboured exceedingly, like giants 

neglecting only rest and sleep and the comforts of life; toiling both night and day in 

obedience to Kouan-Yu, and striving in all things to do the behest of the Son of 

Heaven.  

But when the metal had been cast, and the earthen mould separated from the 

glowing casting, it was discovered that, despite their great labour and ceaseless 

care, the result was void of worth; for the metals had rebelled one against the 

otherðthe gold had scorned alliance with the brass, the silver would not mingle with 

the molten iron. Therefore the moulds had to be once more prepared, and the fires 

rekindled, and the metal remelted, and all the work tediously and toilsomely 

repeated. The Son of Heaven heard and was angry, but spoke nothing.  

A second time the bell was cast, and the result was even worse. Still the metals 

obstinately refused to blend one with the other; and there was no uniformity in the 

bell, and the sides of it were cracked and 

fissured, and the lips of it were slagged and 

split asunder; so that all the labour had to be 

repeated even a third time, to the great 

dismay of Kouan-Yu. And when the Son of 

Heaven heard these things, he was angrier 

than before; and sent his messenger to 

Kouan-Yu with a letter, written upon lemon-

coloured silk and sealed with the seal of the 

dragon, containing these words: 
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ñFrom the Mighty Young-Lo, the Sublime 

Tait-Sung, the Celestial and August, whose 

reign is called óMing,ô to Kouan-Yu the Fuh-

yin: Twice thou hast betrayed the trust we 

have deigned graciously to place in thee; if 

thou fail a third time in fulfilling our 

command, thy head shall be severed from thy 

neck.Tremble, and obey!ò  

Now, Kouan-Yu had a daughter of 

dazzling loveliness whose nameðKo-Ngaiðwas ever in the mouths of poets, and 

whose heart was even more beautiful than her face. Ko-Ngai loved her father with 

such love that she had refused a hundred worthy suitors rather than make hishome 

desolate by her absence; and when she had seen the awful yellow missive, sealed 

with the Dragon-Seal, she fainted away with fear for her fatherôs sake.  

And when her senses and her strength returned to her, she could not rest or 

sleep for thinking of her parentôs danger, until she had secretly sold some of her 

jewels, and with the money so obtained had hastened to an astrologer, and paid him 

a great price to advise her by what means her father might be saved from the peril 

impending over him. So the astrologer made observations of the heavens, and 

marked the aspect of the Silver Stream (which we call the Milky Way), and examined 

the signs of the Zodiacðthe Hwang-tao, or Yellow Roadðand consulted the table of 

the Five Hin, or Principles of the Universe, and the mystical books of the alchemists. 

And after a long silence, he made answer to her, saying: ñGold and brass will never 

meet in wedlock, silver and iron never will embrace, until the flesh of a maiden be 

melted in the crucible; until the blood of a virgin be mixed with the metals in their 

fusion.ò So Ko-Ngai returned home sorrowful at heart; but she kept secret all that she 

had heard, and told no one what she had done.  

At last came the awful day when the third and last effort to cast the great bell 

was to be made; and Ko-Ngai, together with her waiting-woman, accompanied her 

father to the foundry, and they took their places upon a platform overlooking the 

toiling of the moulders and the lava of liquefied metal. All the workmen wrought at 

their tasks in silence; there was no sound heard but the muttering of the fires. And 

the muttering deepened into a roar like the roar of typhoons approaching, and the 

blood-red lake of metal slowly brightened like the vermilion of a sunrise, and the 

vermilion was transmuted into a radiant glow of gold, and the gold whitened 

blindingly, like the silver face of a full moon. Then the workers ceased to feed the 

raving flame, and all fixed their eyes upon the eyes of Kouan-Yu; and Kouan-Yu 

prepared to give the signal to cast. 

But ere ever he lifted his finger, a cry caused him to turn his head and all heard 

the voice of Ko-Ngai sounding sharply sweet as a birdôs song above the great 

thunder of the firesðñFor thy sake, O my father!ò And even as she cried, she leaped 

into the white flood of metal; and the lava of the furnace roared to receive her, and 



44 
 

spattered monstrous flakes of flame to the roof, 

and burst over the verge of the earthen crater, 

and cast up a whirling fountain of many-coloured 

fires, and subsided quakingly, with lightnings and 

with thunders and with mutterings.  

           Then the father of Ko-Ngai, wild with 

his grief, would have leaped in after her, but that 

strong men held him back and kept firm grasp 

upon him until he had fainted away, and they 

could bear him like one dead to his home. And the serving-woman of Ko-Ngai, dizzy 

and speechless for pain, stood before the furnace, still holding in her hands a shoe, a 

tiny, dainty shoe, with embroidery of pearls and flowersðthe shoe of her beautiful 

mistress that was. For she had sought to grasp Ko-Ngai by the foot as she leaped, 

but had only been able to clutch the shoe, and the pretty shoe came off in her hand; 

and she continued to stare at it like one gone mad.  

But in spite of all these things, the command of the Celestial and August had to 

be obeyed, and the work of the molders to be finished, hopeless as the result might 

be. Yet the glow of the metal seemed purer and whiter than before; and there was no 

sign of the beautiful body that had been entombed therein. So the ponderous casting 

was made; and lo! when the metal had become cool, it was found that the bell was 

beautiful to look upon and perfect in form, and wonderful in colour above all other 

bells. Nor was there any trace found of the body of Ko-Ngai; for it had been totally 

absorbed by the precious alloy, and blended with the well-blended brass and gold, 

with the intermingling of the silver and the iron. And when they sounded the bell, its 

tones were found to be deeper and mellower and mightier than the tones of any 

other bell, reaching even beyond the distance of one hundred li, like a pealing of 

summer thunder; and yet also like some vast voice uttering a name, a womanôs 

name, the name of Ko-Ngai. And still, between each mighty stroke there is a long low 

moaning heard; and ever the moaning ends with a sound of sobbing and of 

complaining, as though a weeping woman should murmur, ñHiai!ò   

And still, when the people hear that great golden moan they keep silence, but 

when the sharp, sweet shuddering comes in the air, and the sobbing of ñHiai!ò then, 

indeed, do all the Chinese mothers in all the many-coloured ways of Pe-King whisper 

to their little ones: ñListen! that is Ko-Ngai crying for her shoe! That is Ko-Ngai calling 

for her shoe!ò 
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Activity 4:  SPIN A STORY WHEEL 

   

In a group of five, answer the questions in the story wheel to get to 

know more about the folktale. Share your answers with the class.  
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Before KoNgai 

leapedto the furnace 

 

  

  

Before KoNgai  
leaped to the furnace 

 After KoNgai  
leaped to the furnace 

   

   

   

   

(Indicate paragraph number 

where you found your 

answers) 

 (Indicate paragraph number 

where you found your 

answers) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Activity 5:  RING THAT BELL! 

Have you noticed the descriptions of the bell in the story? Fill out the 

bellôs description on the columns and answer the questions that 

follow.  

  

Description of the Bell 

1. Why was the story given the title ñThe Soul of the Great Bellò? 

2. What other Chinese traditions involve bells? Compare and contrast 

these traditions with Filipino traditions. 

3. What values or traditions are common to both Filipinos and Chinese?  

4. How has the story helped you understand your identity as a Filipino and 

as an Asian?  

PROCESS QUESTIONS:  

Activity 6:  VALUES GALORE 

Go over the story of ñThe Soul of the Great Bellò. In the chart on the 

next page, identify the values and traditions of the Chinese people 

that you can infer from the reading selection. Cite the supporting 

detail or details in the story to prove your claim. Answer the process 

questions that follow.  


